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land they had subdued, they still tended to arrange themselves in mutually antagonistic bands. But beneath this outward show of separation it is possible to trace the working of a deeper unity, binding together these scattered bodies, primarily in virtue of their common origin, and also, in a secondary degree, in virtue of their common warfare against a, common foe. At the close of the sixth, century this underlying unity was everywhere breaking through the crust- of isolation. The bonds of blood and race were being tightened. The groups were being fused into masses.
Of   the   three   divisions  above   referred   to   we   arc  here concerned  only  with  the last.    This  was  a  district  in   the south-east, extending roughly from the Ilumber to Sussex and the sea.    It was split up into a number  of small  kingdoms, marking the settlements of various detachments of the conquerors.    To the south was  Sussex, the history of which, at this time is quite obscure.    In the; centre were the states of the .Hast Saxons, ruled by Haebort;, nephew of Kthelbert; and the two Hast Anglian Folks governed by Redwald the tilling. The northern kingdom  of JMercia was not HO constituted till the time of  I'enda,  but was represented at this period by a number of potty status of  which wo know  hardly anything except their names.     But the, most important of the kingdoms in   this  division   was  undoubtedly   that  of  Kent.    Its  king, .Kthelbert, was acknowledged by all the other provinces as, in sonus sort, their  overlord.     "Ho  had/' ways  I>edo,1 "the im-perium over all the southern provinces that are divided from the northern by the river 11 umber, and the borders contiguous to the same."    Thin supremacy was certainly somewhat loose. It was not constitutional or acouratoly defined, but was rather a tit* ftir.tu hegemony, of which the principal privilege wan the right to lead the ".subject" states in war, but it also carried with it. a certain influence over their affairs in time of peace. As a Bretwalda/' Kthelbert was able to allbrd peculiar facilities to Augustine for the prosecution of his mission.
In r>lNJ, then, Ktlielbert of Kent was the most powerful ruler in the island, his supremacy extending over the various English and Saxon principalities from the jlumber to the Channel. Some while before he had married a Christian princess from
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